The Skeplark's final lounch corried five
crperiments that vequived micrmgracity
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Lament for a Skylark

I-:Lwr May, a Skylark sounding rocket
leaped off & launch pad near

Kimma, Sweden, on its 4415t

laonch, ending with a bang the 50-year
run of Great Britain's most launched
space vahicle, Sounding Rocket
Services Lid,, the operators of the
Skvlark lor the last seven vears, have
B rying to dram up interest in
establishing a permanent Skylark
exhibition, They ve trisd the British
National Space Centre and the
AETOSPACE COMpanies whose
antecedents produced the Skylark but
i no avail, Save Hugh Whitfield,
managing director of SRS, “There is no
other project that can hang [its] hat an
a alk-vear space program, but there is

Just nointerest in o memorial—albeit

all involved in British Space activities
today, including the [Britigh National
Space Centre], owe their exisience 1o
the Skylark.”

The Skylark grew out of an early
10605 requirement for an inexpensive
rocket with which to carry out very-
high-altitude research and, critically
for Hritain's Intermediate Range
Ballistic Missile program, reentry

research. The Roval Aeronautical
Establishment began design work in
1965, with the first launch in 1957, the
Internntional Geophysical Yeu

The first Skylark was an unguided
single-siage rocket with a lone solid-
rocket motor. The early mndels
nocelevated so gently that they
required o I50-foot Taunch rail, bt the
design evolved Into & more powerful
multi-stager. The rocket was popualar
with young researchers in the 1860s,
for within three years a doctorate
stndent could design an experiment,
lnunch it on a Skylark, and write up
the results. “It was where people cul
their teeth In asraspace,” savs design
engineer John Turney, who began
work on the program in the mid-1060s,

Although government funding
ceaszed in 1977, the program continued
commerciatly, with SRS taking over
freonn Matra Mareond in the mjd-199¢0s
Production of the motors ended in
18964, but a stockpile allowed SRS to
make about & launch a year. With a
success rate of U186 percent and only
37 failures, “Skylark 1= one of the most
sticcessfnl British rocket progruns of
all time,” Whitficld savs,

—Rabin Hogue



